
**********     NOVEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER     ********** 

NEWS   

After 9 weeks away, there are numerous new product 

releases to catch up on. Stock will be arriving during 

November.  

 

Our Slot.it and Policar order will be here next week, 

and our Sideways order probably the last week of the 

month. I will feature those new cars in December, 

including the stunning new Toyota Celica. 

In Italy I was able to see the about-to-be-released first 

Policar box set with Subaru BRZ cars inside.  

In Spain I met with the new owners of the Ninco brand 

– who own a majority of the companies and toy brands 

of Spain and a few other places. They are producing 

1/43rd cars, with parts support, something I have been 

considering for some time. The 2020 range is pretty 

limited, so no decision yet on what I might do. 

 

In the past two months, all the rest of the Policar 

analogue track parts have come available, and these 

will also be here during November. 

 

On 1st December, new customs rules come into force 

for small imports and private imports. We do not 

anticipate these having any immediate impact upon the 

SlotRaceShop business, but as best we understand 

from the confusing NZ Customs information; private 

individuals doing “grey imports” will have 15% cost 

added at the border by some automated system.  

I am not sure if there is an additional charge for the 

ICR entry.  

 

I have confirmation that the popular tyre PT1172N22 is 

back in production. [That is the larger size N22 

formula]. I will receive these in the new year. 

Meanwhile we have plenty of the smaller size 

PT1171N22 in stock. 

 

   New Policar Track Parts 

 

 
Power Supplies, 61mm “short”  straights 

 

Radius 3  (R3) curves – 22.5 degrees, and borders 

 

Radius 4  (R4) curves – 22.5 degrees, and borders 

 

 

End borders, left and right 

 

 

Solid 1 metre barrier walls and mounting clips 

 

https://www.customs.govt.nz/about-us/news/important-notices/new-gst-rules-for-low-value-imported-goods/


New Cars     

Porsche 956 LH  #47 Le Mans 1984    CA02i 

 

Chassis: Podded 

Motor: Slot.it V12/4 23,000rpm 170g*cm 9.8 watts @12 

volts mounted as Inline 

Axle & Gears - 2.38mm (3/32nd) 

Gearing: Crown 28t - Pinion 9t brass 

Has adjustable height front axle - this requires optional 

M2.0 Hex screws not supplied with car 

Hubs front: Plastic 15.8mm x 8.3mm  

Hubs Rear: Alloy  16.5mm x 8.3mm  

Tyres Front: PT1159C1 

Tyres Rear:  PT1167C1 

M2 allen key under box for rear hubs and for optional 

screw for front axle adjustment 

SSD Upgradable:  Yes, use Slot.it chip SP15b 

Alfa Romeo 155 V6 TI - #8 Winner DTM 1993 Ltd Edition CW22 

Chassis: Podded 

Motor: Slot.it V12/4 21,000rpm  150g*cm 7.9 watts 

@12V (MX15)  mounted as Inline 

Axle & Gears - 2.38mm (3/32nd) 

Gearing: Crown 28t - Pinion 9t brass 

Has adjustable height front axle - this requires optional 

M2.0 Hex screws not supplied with car 

Hubs: 15.8mm x 8.3mm - plastic front, alloy rear 

Tyres front and rear: Product code PT1228C1 

M2 allen key under box for rear hubs  



Toyota JTK 63C - # 151 - Fuji 500 Miles 1988   CA41b 

 

 

Chassis: Podded 

Motor: Slot.it V12/4 23,000rpm 170g*cm 9.8 watts @12 

volts dc mounted as Inline 

Axle & Gears - 2.38mm (3/32nd) 

Gearing: Crown 28t - Pinion 9t brass 

Has adjustable height front axle - this requires optional 

M2.0 Hex screws not supplied with car 

Hubs front: Plastic 15.8mm x 8.3mm  

Hubs Rear: Alloy  16.5mm x 8.3mm  

Tyres Front: PT1159C1 

Tyres Rear:  PT1167C1 

M2 allen key under box for rear hubs and for optional 

screw for front axle adjustment 

SSD Upgradable:  Yes, use Slot.it chip SP15b 

 

Alfa Romeo 155 V6 TI  # 18 Zolder DTM 1994 

Driver: Kris Nissen   CA50a 

 
 

This has the same body of CA40a model except for a different 

front bumper and new chassis mould CS50t-60. 

And for those of you who raced in the DTM Classic at Thunder 

Road in July, this is the model which I had created from a white 

kit.  – Slot.it have the correct blue, mine was too dark. 

Chassis: Podded 

Motor: Slot.it V12/4 21,000rpm 150g*cm 7.9 watts @12V 

(MX15)  mounted as Inline 

Axle & Gears - 2.38mm (3/32nd) 

Gearing: Crown 28t - Pinion 9t brass 

Has adjustable height front axle - this requires optional 

M2.0 Hex screws not supplied with car 

Hubs: 15.8mm x 8.3mm - plastic front, alloy rear 

Tyres front and rear: Product code PT1228C1 

M2 allen key under box for rear hubs and for optional 

screw for front axle adjustment 

SSD Upgradable: Yes, use Slot.it SP15b 



Mercedes 190E DTM  Zolder 1992 Driven by: Kurt Thiim CA44A  

 

 

 

 

Chassis: Podded 

Motor: Slot.it V12/4  (MX15)   21,000rpm 150g*cm 7.9 

watts @12V   mounted as Inline 

Axle & Gears - 2.38mm (3/32nd) 

Gearing: Crown 28t - Pinion 9t brass 

Has adjustable height front axle - this requires 

optional M2.0 Hex screws not supplied with car 

Hubs: 15.8mm x 8.3mm - plastic front, alloy rear 

Tyres front and rear: Product code PT1228C1 

M2 allen key under box for rear hubs and for optional 

screw for front axle adjustment 

SSD Upgradable: Yes, use Slot.it SP15b 

 

I also have a few units coming of the white kit of the 

Mercedes – code CA44z, which has not yet been 

officially released.  

 

We have to wait for advice from Slot.it that we can set 

these Mercedes cars free into the market, but if you 

want one, email me and I will reserve it for you. 

Q & A 

Q. I would like to buy some tires for my 1980s vintage 
scalextric F1 cars (ie Yardley BRM etc) and I want to make 
sure I order the correct ones. 
A. Hi, I stock three F1 tyres (I put the dimensions on all my wheels) 
Scalextric as a toy brand, often vary wheel dimensions on different 
models to approximate scale, (or just because they had a pile hanging 
around from another model they wanted to use up) 
So what you really need to do is measure the width and O.D. of your 
wheels, and the diameter of the “shoulders” (the step down on the 
outside of your wheels, to see how they compare in size with the 
wheels for which the tyres I sell are made to fit.  
If they are similar, or slightly larger size, the tyres I sell will fit well. If 
they are smaller, it will be loose and not work well. 
 
The Slot.it F1, made to fit their wheel  
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPat
h=3_23&products_id=229 
 
In F22 soft rubber  
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPat
h=3_22&products_id=989 
Or silicon - but I recommend the rubber as the silicon is hard riding an 
for specific wood use tracks,  
preferably only with other silicon tyres 
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPat
h=3_22&products_id=214 
 
The NSR F1 tyre - which is the same fitting as the Slot.it wheel 
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPat
h=90_92&products_id=1261 
 
And a generic wheel insert to fit the Slot.it hubs  
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPat
h=3_236&products_id=238  
 
and The Policar F1 tyre made to fit their wheel 
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPat
h=171_255&products_id=2197  
 
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPat
h=171_254&products_id=2384 
 
I also have fronts for the Policar hubs 
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPat
h=171_255&products_id=2038  
 
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPat
h=171_254&products_id=2039 
 
Ans inserts for the Lotus 72 which fit their hubs 
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPat
h=171_258&products_id=2380 
 
Scalextric as a toy brand, often vary wheel dimensions on different 
models to approximate scale, (or just because they had a pile hanging 
around from another model they wanted to use up) 

https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_23&products_id=229
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_23&products_id=229
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_22&products_id=989
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_22&products_id=989
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_22&products_id=214
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_22&products_id=214
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=90_92&products_id=1261
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=90_92&products_id=1261
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_236&products_id=238
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_236&products_id=238
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_255&products_id=2197
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_255&products_id=2197
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_254&products_id=2384
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_254&products_id=2384
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_255&products_id=2038
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_255&products_id=2038
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_254&products_id=2039
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_254&products_id=2039
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_258&products_id=2380
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_258&products_id=2380


So what you really need to do is measure the width and O.D. of your 
wheels, to see how they compare in size with the wheels for which the 
tyres I sell are made to fit. If they are similar, or slightly larger size, the 
tyre will fit well. If they are smaller, it will be use and not work well. 
 
The “step” down from the centre ridge to the shoulders of the wheel is 
pretty constant among the hobby producers, but again, I can’t say for 
all scalextric plastic wheels. All I can do is check that for you if you give 
me the shoulder diameter along with the O.D. to compare with the 
alloy wheels. 
 

Q. Are you able to supply NSR tyres 20x10 mm ? 

 

A. The NSR 5209 is generally considered a "20 x 10" Ultragrip 
formula - but such statements from the tyre makers should always 
come with a bit of a codicil.  One that reads something like "when fitted 
to an NSR or other 16mm hub, unglued, and not trued"  
[most don't say that, and the tyres aren't necessarily that size when 
loose in packet either!] 
- as NSR say it can be used on a 16 or 17 wheel - I prefer NOT fitting it 
to a 17, as it is a bit stretched, and more likely to experience failure 
over time, glued or otherwise. Of course, fitting to different size wheels 
will give a different O.D. when fitted. 

Q.  I'm going quietly bonkers here trying to get a Slot.it 

kit chassis run smoothly. 

It's in a Betta blob body with a nice long wheelbase - scale 

9'. The 25000rpm Boxer motor is not too bad on speed but 

the car keeps hopping like mad under acceleration. 

I've tried all the stuff I would do with a brass chassis, 

weight behind the guide, weight at the edges, loose body 

etc but the car insisted on leaping out of the slot. The front 

axle has been set tight and loose but seems to make no 

difference. I tried it without the front axle in and it still 

hops. 

The rear tyres are round and sanded true, the front tyres 

are narrowed and super-glued to be non grip. A standard 

Sideways chassis walks all over it, even with its weedy 

little motor as it's rock solid on the track and is impossible 

to deslot unless it hammers into a corner at full speed. 

The brass chassis I made with the same wheelbase 

destroys it too but I want a few cars to choose from for a 

race and want to sort this.  

Any clues or other things to try? This is for running on a 

wooden track. 

A. Don't you just hate it when you are an experienced builder & 
one of these messes with your mind…... - welcome to my world. 

Simply put, I think part of your problem is just waaaay too much 
motor for a standard Slot.it angle-winder pod.  
And the heavier you make the chassis to try and stabilise it, 
under what is probably a quite heavy body of 25 - 25 grams, the 
more you accentuate the problem of motor telling the chassis to 

march forward at a quick step, while the weight says "the law of 
inertia allows me to take my time before I do anything" 

Next, I am assuming that you are using a pod with standard 
gimbal bushes - as Slot.it's roller bearing angle winder pods only 
just hit the market. They need to be aligned with motor running, 
glued in place, then the old trick with the superglue filler on lubed 
axle, to remove the small amount of slop that is present in the 
standard tolerance of up to 0.02mm - or modify the pod to 
replace them with ball races - or replace the entire pod with a 
CH117, CH118 or CH119 and ball races. 

I suggest you begin by tuning the chassis without body to enable 
a process of elimination - do the following (and you may need to 
do these in different orders and repeat)  

1) swap out the motor for something milder, like a Spanish 
King/Baby King  from NSR or Sideways, or a Flat-6 see what this 
does 

2) Re-check that you don't have any edges coming unglued on 
either tyre - it only takes one bit to contribute to the problem 

3) Do a straight swap with wheels off another vehicle which you 
know is running true 

4) If you are using air hubs - swap and use a pair of hubs with 
solid centres  

5) Make sure your pod is floating free, no catching. If necessary, 
sand any catch points on the chassis 

6) Make sure the screws holding the motor pod are tight and it 
cannot twist - there is also no law against using some hot glue 
and extra encouragement for the motor to sit still in the pod 

7) Ensure that all pod screws have the same amount of float - try 
increasing it to "way loose", then back to "just short of tight" - so 
it can slide forward and backward, but there is no discernible 
vertical movement in the chassis 

8) Having optimised the pod float, and assuming you ended up 
say 1 turn off tight with 0.5 - 0.75mm vertical movement; use 
some fibreglass tape across the bottom of the pod as a 
dampener 

9) Once you have decided whether you are sticking with that 25k 
nitro powered drag motor, brace from the back edge of the motor 
to both axle bushes - I mostly use JB Weld and 1.5mm brass rod 
or piano wire. 

If you do all the above steps effectively I can guarantee you will 
end up with a smooth running rolling chassis. - But that may 
require the tough final decision to drop the power. 



Then move onto the body fitting. 

If it is an HRS chassis and you are using the side mounts, well I 
don't personally like that system, It is very had to have the four 
mount points carrying equal load of the body weight, which 
unbalances the car, plus, if they are tight at any outer extremity, 
this will stress the body and in turn stress the chassis and 
prevent float. This will change from at rest in your hand to 
under load, as the chassis invariably twists so assume nothing. 
If you can, build body posts into the car so you can do a 
standard 2 point mount of that body onto the chassis. 

Tech Article – Which Tyre for me? 

I am repeating and expanding this article from a 

year ago, as I have had numerous questions from 

new customers in the past weeks. It isn’t a full 

application guide, but gives some basic information 

on brands of tyre I carry, and their typical 

applications. 

 

Q. I would like to get some ideas for tyres for 

wood...I have tried P6 from Slot.it but I don't 

know if is the best tyres for wood 

A.  The paint type (enamel or water-based), and 

surface texture from rough texture, through 

satin finish, and onto high gloss makes a big 

difference what type of tyre you might choose. 

The wise question to ask first is, what are the 

other drivers at your club using successfully?   

No need to re-invent the wheel. 

The next question is - is the track always 

cleaned, or does it get dusty? 

Urethane are a good choice if you have a 

textured or matt surface, and I think they cope 

better with dust than trued and polished soft 

rubber. 

But if the track has a more glossy finish, and is 

kept relatively dust free, the grip level from soft 

rubber tyres will be higher than can ever be 

achieved with urethanes. 

What is compatible with what other drivers are 

using? 

No use using something that will affect the grip 

of other drivers - that could get you strung up. 

What is LEGAL? - some clubs allow tyre 

treatment, others do not.  

 

Treatment can transform the grip of a tyre by 

modifying its surface, and by lowering the shore 

rating. 

What will last? 

Some tyres might work, but be quickly degraded 

or damaged on a textured surface, and that 

means a lot more expense and work truing 

tyres. Something to avoid. 

What is available in the sizes of wheel you have 

to shoe? 



No use saying very soft rubber if you have 

vintage cars with all sorts of wheel shapes for 

which no large maker produces tyres. 

That might mean aftermarket urethanes are 

your only real choice, and should be very 

suitable in grip characteristics. 

In general, the more durable you go, the harder the 

compound and the less grip you will have. 

Conversely, the lower the shore rating, the more 

likely it is to ball up or shred rubber while truing and 

in use - within reason.  

The tyres I carry fall into about three different 

categories of the type of base compound - and of 

course all the makers keep details of that information 

to themselves. 

I stock these options for rear tyres. 
 
Slot.it 
N22 - Shore 22 Pretty easy to true, tend to shred rubber if 
done too quickly, but not melt (recoverable) These account 
for about half of my total tyre sales because they work in 
most plastic and wood track situations. 
F22 - Shore 22 - more like an NSR Ultragrip and harder to 
true, best on smooth wood tracks. 
N18 - Shore 18, Not as easy to true as N22, but still a little 
easier than F22 - more like NSR Supergrip in behavior. 
Suitable for Scalextric, Carrera and smooth wood tracks. 
F15 - The softest tyre we carry. Shore 15. Will stick to most 
track surfaces, but quite hard to true and will ball up if 
overheated, and grab dust off of track in some situations. 
Some guys who can't true on a lathe use these "as is" - just 
glued to the hubs. Only for smooth wood tracks and 
Carrera, plus perhaps Scalextric tracks. 
C1 - About Shore 25 The stock tyre on new cars. Works 
well on Scalextric track, but not much grip on wood 
E1 - about Shore 22  Only available in one smaller hub size 
- Needs to be trued slowly, Will ball up if gets too hot Very 
good on light cars with small Slot.it 14.4mm x 8mm hubs, as 
it gives medium grip without a lot of weight on the wheel. 
Suitable for most tracks. 
P2 - About Shore 30 - an older type of rubber compound, 
more designed for smooth plastic tracks.  
Some report good performance on wood tracks with matt or 
textured finish 
P5 - About Shore 30 - an older type of rubber compound, 
more designed for textured plastic tracks.  
Some report good performance on wood tracks with matt or 
textured finish 

P6 - About Shore 30 - an older type of rubber compound, 
more designed for smooth plastic tracks like Scalextric. 
Some report good performance on wood tracks with matt or 
textured finish 

Ninco  
Pro-Race – Shore 25 in 20.5 x 11mm  code 80516 Suitable 
for Scalextric, Policar tracks or higher grip wood tracks. Not 
really suitable for Ninco track which will tear them up. 

NSR 
Assorted Supergrip sizes - which are 22 shore or 24 shore 
depending upon whose tests you believe Fairly easy to true 
Assorted Ultragrip sizes - which are 16 shore, very grippy 
but a bit harder to true, will tend to ball up if overheated. 
Supergrip are good for most tracks but will wear quickly on 
Ninco track. Ultra-Grip is very soft, and I only recommend 
them for use on smooth wood tracks. 

Sideways 
I stock their two different formulas, both of which come in 
soft, medium and hard. But I only stock the soft versions, as 
“soft” is what most club racers are seeking for best grip. I 
have not been able to get any understanding from the 
company owner as to the difference in compound type  
between the two types, Hi-Grip and Pro-Speed.  

Hi-Grip soft – Shore 18 in sizes 19x10 and 20x11  
Suitable for most plastic tracks apart from Ninco, and very 
good for smooth wood tracks.  

Pro-Speed soft – Shore 18 in sizes 19x10, 20x11 and for 
F1 hubs. Suitable for most plastic tracks apart from Ninco, 
and very good for smooth wood tracks. 

Why so much overlap?  Well cars with different physical 
shape relationship between height and width of wheel track 
will work better with one tyre than another, and cars with 
lighter weight will likewise be better with one tyre than 
another.  

Wood surfaces vary in grip, depending on the type of paint 
used, and how clean, oily, or “rubbered up” or dusty the 
track might be.   

It is definitely a learning curve for every situation and car, if 
you are racing in a competitive club situation. At home – 
well as long as they fit the car, and give reasonable grip, 
several different tyres may be equally suitable for your car. 
It is very hard for me to advise in situations I haven’t seen, 
or know of through club racing around the country. 


