
**********     AUGUST 2018 NEWSLETTER     ********** 

NEWS 

The RTR Nationals were held in Dunedin last 

weekend. Yours truly attending to make up the 

numbers – and to help the fast guys look really 

good. Dion was there to try and defend the clean 

sweep of four titles he won last year.

There were pitched battles with about six drivers 

standing out. In the end Dion won two classes, 

and local club captain Graeme Saxton two. 

Hard luck story of the weekend would have to be 

Shane Wright whose colossal crash in GT shifted 

his spur gear. Until then he had been at the 

pointy end of the field. Split Heath, who has been 

at the top of steel chassis racing in the past was 

oh so close. Mark Millings was right up there as 

always, and Robin from Garden City featured in 

most A Finals. 

 

 

 

 

Dion DeGraaf     1st Slot It Group C; Muscle Car 

Graeme Saxton  1st NSR Classic;  GT 



 NO DISPATCH from 20th to 29th August 

Glenda and I will be out of the country these dates, so 

any orders placed during that period, will be shipped 

30th August or 31st, depending on how shattered we are 

after the trip.   - For those attending the DTM Classic the 

following weekend; - If you have any questions during 

that time - I’ll try and answer when I have access to 

email between those dates, which may be a bit sporadic 

due to our remote locations.  

 

**********  New Cars  ********** 
Lotus 72 – No. 29 Brands Hatch GP 1972  CAR02e Policar 

Chassis: Podded 

Motor: Slot.it PMX01 FF-030  24,500rpm mounted inline 

Axle & Gears - 2.38mm (3/32nd) 

Gearing: Robust Hewland style 3 gear-box as pictured at 

bottom to provide torque & braking unique to Policar 

Hubs: front 14.4mm x 8.3mm - plastic  

Hubs: Rear 14mm x 12mm - Alloy 

Tyres front: Product code PT1220C1 

Tyres rear: Product code PT1219F22

 

Alfa Romeo 155Ti DTM 1996 Silverstone CA45A Slot It

 

Chassis: Podded 

Motor: Slot.it V12/4 21,000rpm 150g*cm 7.9 watts 

@12V (MX15)  mounted as Inline 

Axle & Gears - 2.38mm (3/32nd) 

Gearing: Crown 28t - Pinion 9t brass 

Has adjustable height front axle - this requires optional 

M2.0 Hex screws not supplied with car 

Hubs: 15.8mm x 8.3mm - plastic front, alloy rear 

Tyres front and rear: Product code PT1228C1 

M2 allen key under box for rear hubs and for optional 

screw for front axle adjustment 

SSD Upgradable: Yes, use Slot.it SP15b 

 

https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_172&products_id=2142
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2146
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=171_172&products_id=2142
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2146
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2146
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2146


And as we don’t have a lot of other new 

releases this month, I have grabbed a couple 

of the remaining stock from Slot.it of two 

models which were released during my sojourn 

in Europe 

A Camel you cannot miss  

Porsche 962C 85  Le Mans 1988 CA34b Slot.it

 

 

 

Chassis: Podded 

Motor: Slot.it V12/4 23,000rpm 170g*cm 9.8 watts @12 

volts dc mounted as Inline 

Axle & Gears - 2.38mm (3/32nd) 

Gearing: Crown 28t - Pinion 9t brass 

Has adjustable height front axle - this requires optional 

M2.0 Hex screws not supplied with car 

Hubs front: Plastic 15.8mm x 8.3mm  

Hubs Rear: Alloy  16.5mm x 8.3mm  

Tyres Front: PT1159C1 

Tyres Rear:  PT1167C1 

M2 allen key under box for rear hubs and for optional 

screw for front axle adjustment 

SSD Upgradable:  Yes, use Slot.it chip SP15b 

 

The Paul Newman McLaren M8D CA26D Slot.it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chassis: Podded 

Motor: Slot.it V12/4 23,000rpm 170g*cm 9.8 watts @12 

volts dc mounted as sidewinder 

Axle & Gears - 2.38mm (3/32nd) 

Gearing: Crown 32t - Pinion 11t brass 

Has adjustable height front axle - this requires optional 

M2.0 Hex screws not supplied with car 

Hubs: Front 14.3 x 8mm - plastic 

Hubs: Rear 15.8mm x 8mm - alloy 

Tyres: Front PT1088c1 

Tyres: Rear PT1228c1 

M2 allen key under box for rear hubs and for optional 

screw for front axle adjustment 

SSD Upgradable:  Yes, use Slot.it chip SP15b 

https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2351
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2350
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2351
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2351
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2351
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2350
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2350
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=3_12&products_id=2350


New Modular Crowns 

The new modular crowns for 0 – 0.6mm offset 

are now available from Slot.it and are in the 

order arriving next Monday with the cars and top 

up of spares. 

 

      

These enable accurate setting of mesh, not 

possible with an ordinary one piece crown 

See the full description and installation 

document included in the product description 

 

 

 

Events we know of in 2018 

A quick overview of what we know of coming in 2018 
 

Group 5 Proxy Series 

Our second half of the year NZ constructor series, for modified 
Group 5 cars.   
Contact Dave Carter    mini70clubman@gmail.com 

 

The DTM Classic - A Slot.it Shootout  7 – 9 September 
A weekend event in Hawkes Bay, build, bring and run Slot.it 
DTM inline saloon cars, for individual drivers 
7th to 9th Sept at Thunder Road Raceway, Hawkes Bay 
Entry $20  Contact Mark Burgess      sales@slotraceshop.nz 

 

We have entrants coming from Auckland, Whakatane, 

Tauranga, Rotorua, Taranaki, Hawkes Bay, Paihiatua, 

Wellington, Nelson and Westport. Just a couple of 

spaces left, be quick. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=3_18_241
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=page&id=21&chapter=0
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=3_18_241
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=3_18_241
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=3_18_241
https://www.slotraceshop.nz/index.php?main_page=page&id=21&chapter=0


Thunderslot  RTR Enduro   

A very special teams event which will include overseas drivers 
and the owner of Thunderslot 

 

 
 
12th to 14th October at The Mitsubishi Dealership in Nelson 
(Tony’s big 6 lane track is being relocated for the event) 
If you would like to attend, but don’t have a team – let him 
know; as there may be a team with space for additional 
members  Contact Tony Cook      hotslots1@outlook.com  
 
 
 

 

Wellington Scalextric Challenge 12th to 14th October 
32nd Slot Race Challenge at Papakowhai School Hall. 

Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th October 5 classes of race 

championship will be completed on the Saturday, with Sunday 

being about casual racing and a swap meet. There will be a 

dinner on the Saturday night.  

Contact Mike Dixon        mslndix@outlook.com 

 

 

 

Q & A Wheels (and tyres again) 

Q. Not sure how the Slot.it tyre measurement system 

works. I had a look at the Slot.it tyre selector but that 

was pretty useless and minimal measurements were 

listed. I am looking at these wheels for a Carrera 917: 

 

I am assuming the 14.4mm refers to the bead 

diameter, but I am not entirely sure. I am assuming 

the 11.5mm refers to tyre width, and not including 

the spigot width. (I guess that's what the 12mm is 

that Armchair are referring to) So scaling the photo I 

get approx 6mm internal tyre step width. I would 

normally just contact the shop but they are moving 

today and tomorrow so probably not a good time! 

A.  You don't really need to worry about width of the 

centre, and how deep the step down is, because the 

main makers of alloy wheels and aftermarket tyres 

are pretty much all the same – 5mm wide centre 

raised section and a 1.1mm deep step down to the 

shoulders. That includes Ninco, Slotting Plus, 

ScaleAuto and Sideways as well as Slot.it and NSR 

I can take an NSR tyre and fit it to the same basic 

O.D. and width Slot.it wheel, and vice versa. All you 

really need is the O.D. and width of the rim - 

typically a nominal 8 or 10mm; and the width of the 

boss where the grub screw resides if distance 

between the outside of axle bush and inside of wheel 

arch is tight. 

 

mailto:hotslots1@outlook.com


The Slot.it wheel/tyre chart provides all the 

information in a grid system - just look across and 

look down, choose the size wheel you want, the tyre 

compound you want, and the O.D. you want. 

The chart is also in the Slot.it parts catalogue, free 

on request from Slotraceshop with any order. It 

shows which tyres will fit which wheels, and what 

the O.D. is, for any tyre on any compatible wheel.  

So you can also work out O.D. for any known wheel 

size of any maker with that tyre. 

One thing to remember is - Slot.it state the O.D. of 

the loose tyre in their specification, not the 

dimension fitted to any particular wheel. 

I suggest you measure: 

1)     The O.D. of the centre - likely 16.5 - 17.3mm 

2) Wheel width excluding the boss  

3) Wheel width including the boss  

 

You can then choose probably a 9.75/10mm GT type 

wheel (not the one you were looking at which was an 

F1 wheel), just as wheels, or as part of a kit; and 

choose a tyre to suit it. For an inline the KK03 for 

older Carrera cars, or KK07 (scalextric) or KK17 

(Carrera) kit might be good choices. 

 

Q. My problem is Tyre "balling" on a Scaleauto Viper re-
powered with a Slot.it boxer geared 12 28 Tyres are Slot.it N22 
Have you a more durable compound as the N22 don’t hack-it  
 

A.  I'd have thought N22 was more durable than 

nearly anything. I've never heard of them balling as 

they are more in the urethane style of "rubber" 

compound than say an Ultragrip which is more a 

sticky rubber when it gets warm - and balls up. 

 

Are they balling up during truing or on the track ? 

Are you treating them with any kind of oil/solvent at 

all ?  

 

In general, the more durable you go, the harder the 

compound and the less grip you will have. 

Conversely, the lower the shore rating, the more 

likely it is to ball up or shred rubber while truing 

and in use - within reason.  

The tyres I carry fall into about three different 

categories of the type of base compound - and of 

course all the makers keep details of that 

information to themselves. 

 

I stock these options for rear tyres. 
 
Slot.it 
N22 - Shore 22 Pretty easy to true, tend to shred rubber if done 
too quickly, but not melt (recoverable) These account for about 
half of my total tyre sales because they work in most plastic 
and wood track situations. 
F22 - Shore 22 - more like an NSR Ultragrip and harder to true 
N18 - Shore 18, Not as easy to true as N22, but still a little 
easier than F22 - more like NSR Supergrip in behaviour 
F15 - The softest tyre we carry. Shore 15. Will stick to most 
track surfaces, but quite hard to true and will ball up if 
overheated, and grab dust off of track in some situations. Some 
guys who can't true on a lathe use these "as is" - just glued to 
the hubs. 
C1 - About Shore 25 The stock tyre on new cars. Works well 
on Scalextric track, but not much grip on wood 
E1 - about Shore 22  Only available in one smaller hub size - 
Needs to be trued slowly, Will ball up if gets too hot Very good 
on light cars with small Slot.it 14.4mm x 8mm hubs, as it gives 
medium grip without a lot of weight on the wheel 
P2 - About Shore 30 - an older type of rubber compound, more 
designed for smooth plastic tracks.  
Some report good performance on wood tracks with matt or 
textured finish 
P5 - About Shore 30 - an older type of rubber compound, more 
designed for textured plastic tracks.  
Some report good performance on wood tracks with matt or 
textured finish 
P6 - About Shore 30 - an older type of rubber compound, more 
designed for smooth plastic tracks like Scalextric. 
Some report good performance on wood tracks with matt or 
textured finish 
 
NSR 
Assorted Supergrip sizes - which are 22 shore or 24 shore 
depending upon whose tests you believe Fairly easy to true 
Assorted Ultragrip sizes - which are 16 shore, very grippy but 
a bit harder to true, will tend to ball up if overheated 
 

https://www.slotraceshop.nz/images/slot-it/datasheets/tyres.jpg


ScaleAuto 
Soft rubber in 3 sizes - which are about 18 shore, very sticky, 
hard to true - similar compound to Slot.it F22 
 
Sideways 
Prospeed soft - 18 shore - similar to Ultragrip for truing 
I am about to add the narrower 19 x 10 Pro-speed soft, and the 
19 x 10 Hi-Grip Soft 22 shore in narrow width, both from 
Sideways. 
 
- I didn't suggest Silicon tyres as they are very hard to true, and 
may interfere with the grip from rubber tyres used on the same 
surface. 
 
You may have to experiment a bit, and I'd be keen to hear what 
you discover. 

FOOTNOTE TO THE QUESTION: The writer later discovered 
that another driver was using a tyre treatment agent which was 
transferring residue to the track and likely the cause of balling 
affect on his N22 tyres. 

Coming Next Month: Part One of a two part series on 
motors and gearing 

 


